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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO FDRE-00 

HEW-06 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 DHA-02 SCA-01 

SCSE-00 USIA-15 EB-07 10-11 OC-05 CCO-OO PC-05 PM-04 

NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 ARAE-00 H-02 /118W 

007962 

P 101742Z FEB 76 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8879 

UNCLAS LONDON 02121 

DEPARTMENT PASS AS APPROPRIATE 

E.O. 11762: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, SWEL, GT, UK 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE IN GUATEMALA - BRITISH EMERGENCY 
AID 

REF: GUATEMALA 925 

1 . MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT REG PRENTICE 
ANNOUNCED IN HOUSE OF COMMONS FEBRUARY 9 THAT DISASTER 
UNIT OF OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY (ODM) AND THE 
DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE.COMPOSED OF UK VOLUNTEER 
AGENCIES.HAVE CHARTERED AN AIRCRAFT TO TAKE 250 TENTS. 
BLANKETS. WARM CLOTHING, AND A SANITATION UNIT TO 
GUATEMALA. HE STATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WILL LEAVE UK 

ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 1, "IF THE NECESSARY CLEARANCE 
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE GUATEMALAN AUTHORITIES." 

2. SOURCES IN THE DISASTER UNIT INFORMED EMBASSY THAT 
THEY DOUBT SERIOUSLY CLEARANCE WILL BE GRANTED. IF 
IT IS NOT, THE DISASTER UNIT PLANS TO SEND PLANE UNDER 
AUSPICES OF DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO EL 
SALVADOR. VOLUNTEER AGENCIES WILL THEN ARRANGE FOR 
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3. DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE MADE NATIONWIDE 
APPEAL ON FEBRUARY 9 FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR EARTH- 
QUAKE VICTIMS. AMONG THE RELIEF AGENCIES ALREADY CON 
TRIBUTING ARE CHRISTIAN AID, WHICH HAS DONATED 30.000 
POUNDS; HELP-THE-AGED WHICH HAS SENT 1,000 BLANKETS 
AND 5,000 POUNDS; SAVE-THE-CHILDREN FUND WHICH HAS SET 
UP A MEDICAL CENTER IN SAN MARTIN 50 MILES NORTHWEST 
OF GUATEMALA CITY; AND THE BRITISH RED CROSS WHICH HAS 
SENT 5,000 POUNDS. OXFAM WHICH HAS BEEN ASKED BY 
GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT TO HELP COORDINATE ALL RELIEF 
EFFORTS IN SAL MARTIN AREA. HAS ALREADY DONATED 
65.000 POUNDS 

SPIERS 
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